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It is with a sad heart that I announce that both Tom Gangi and
John Andersen has passed away. A memorial donation has been
made to the Eastern Federation Scholarship Fund for each of
our very much missed members.
Our November meeting – on the 9th will be a tribute to both –
Hopefully everyone will share stories about both Tom & John,
who have been our oldest members in the club.
Please remember that our Holiday Party will be held again this
year at the Olive Garden in Westbury. If you are planning on
attending, please let either Nancy Colburn or I know as soon as
possible.
Our bus trip has been postponed till the Spring – in which we
have added a trip to the Rosendale Natural Cement Mine, which
is in close proximity to the D&H Canal Museum. For those that
did not get a chance to attend the last bus trip there- you will
enjoy!
During the weekend of October 21-23, Janice and I attended the
Annual EFMLS Convention held in Rochester. It is always nice
to see so many old friends from the federation and meet new
ones! In addition, many various, useful ideas were obtained
which will be shared at a future meeting.
Hope to see you all next Wednesday.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 14-15th

NYMC show @ Holiday Inn 440 W 57th St

December 5-6th

Suffolk Gem & Mineral Club
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Patchogue, NY

March 5-6th

NYMC show @ Holiday Inn 440 W 57th St

March 12-13th IRH Annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry
Old Bethpage Restoration Village
For Other Gem & Mineral shows visit: www.amfed.org/EFMLS/calendar.htm

Upcoming Field trips:
Spring 2017: Dated TBD
1. Bus trip to Rosendale Cement Mine & D&H Canal
Museum
2. May- Dig in St. Lawrence County
3. Wildacres – May 21 -27th (see page
4. August 11-15-– Trip to Michigan – Upper Penninsula
5. August 18-22 – Trip to Kentucky for Fluorites,
Geodes, and witness Solar Eclipse 0n
8/21/17 (with Catawba Valley Gem
& Mineral Club)
Dues are Due!
$15.00 Individual

Anna Andersen

$25.00 Family

John Garceau
Happy Birthday
to our
November
Babes!
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See Janet Zenk

Sue Melazzi

Need volunteer to be on
Nominating Committee!
Please see Cheryl
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BETWEEN A ROCK & A HARD PLACE:
A SYNOPSIS OF OCTOBER’S MEETING:
Due to the Library being unavailable there was no meeting. However, many members joined New
York Mineralogical Club at their annual banquet. This years’ theme was opals. All who attended
enjoyed the evening and parting gifts.

November Meeting: November 9, 2016
Tribute to Tom Gangi and John Andersenvery active members of this club, who held
various officer positions.
Please join us and share your memories of both
Tom & John.

This
Picture of Tom at the September 2015 meeting
with
where he presented his never ending wooden
chain.
Chain with all the steps to complete one!

Time to think about our Annual Auction!
Please bring donations to the meetings!

AS A REMINDER:
Please wear your IRH badge at the meetings! We have new members and it would help
everyone with matching the names with the faces! Also, as an incentive, if you wear our
badge you will be eligible for an additional chance to win the monthly raffle.
If you misplaced your badge, the cost of the replacement badge is $1.00. Please speak
to Janet Zenk (Membership).

Cheryl Neary
Editor, Island Rockhounds Newsletter
ciervo.neary@gmail.com
November 2016

3

On the Road AgainPrior to the building of the Delaware and Hudson Railway, which we spoke about last year in our
Build America- Railways, the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company’s first venture was the
construction of the Delaware and Hudson Canal.
If you remember the story, William Wurts, a Philadelphia businessman, explored the sparsely
populated wilderness of the northeastern area of Pennsylvania, mapping areas of black rock outcrops,
which was anthracite in the area now known as the Coal Region. Wurts thought the anthracite would
be a valuable source of energy. In 1812, along with his brothers they started to purchase the
inexpensive land and mine the anthracite. They were able to extract several tons of anthracite at a time.
Unfortunately, much of the anthracite was lost while attempting to bring it to Philadelphia on the
treacherous waterways. The brothers had the foresight to recognize a market for their anthracite in
New York City. At that time and after the War of 1812, NYC was experiencing restrictions on the
import of British coal. Based on the success of the Erie Canal, the brothers planned a canal of their
own from Pennsylvania to New York. The canal would run between the Shawangunk Ridge and the
Catskills Mountain to the Hudson River near the Kingston, which was the same route of the Old Mine
Road.
Old Mine Road is said to be one of the oldest continuously used roads in the US. It has a length of 104
miles, from what is known as the Delaware Water Gap national Recreation Area in New Jersey to the
vicinity of Kingston, New York. One theory exists that it is believed that the 17 th century Dutch
miners constructed the road in order to transport copper ore form the Pahaquarry Copper Mine along
the Delaware River to Esopus, New York along the Hudson River. However, there is no archeological
evidence to support this theory, such as camp sites either along the road or at the mine. It is also
believed that the road was created by Paleo-Indians as trails thousands of years ago and later used by
the Lenape, who used the trails to migrate and travel to hunt and fish in the areas. There are several
archaeological sites along the Delaware River north of the Gap and south of Port Jervis in which have
been carbon dated to 8900BC.
In 1823 the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company was chartered by separate laws in the state of New
York and commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Benjamin Wright, who had engineered the Erie Canal and
John B. Jervis to survey and plan a route. One of the largest challenge was a 600-foot elevation
difference between the Delaware River at Lackawaxen and the Hudson at Rondout. Rondout was
originally a Dutch Indian trading post and farmland which transitioned into a thriving maritime village
serving the nearby city of Kingston, located on the Rondout Creek. The Rondout Creek empties into
the Hudson River. After the opening of the canal, new industries developed in the area, such as brick
and cement manufacturing and bluestone shipping.
Construction began on July 13, 1825. With labor of over 2500 men over a three-year period the canal
was completed, a distance of 108 miles, delivering anthracite from Honesdale, Pennsylvania to New
York City. The canal was divided into three sections for operational purposes: the Lackawaxen
(Honesdale to Delaware River); Delaware River to Port Jervis; Port Jervis to Kingston on the
Neversink River.

November 2016

4

To get the anthracite from the Wurts mine in the Moosic Mountains near Carbondale, the canal
company built the Delaware and Hudson Gravity Railroad in 1826. The D&H’s first
locomotive the Stourbridge Lion made history as the first locomotive to run on rails in the US.
There was a total of 108 locks, a device used to raise and lower boats between stretches of
water on different levels on the river and canal waterways. The elevation changes on the D&H
canal is over 1,075 feet, nearly doubling the elevation change of the Erie Canal of 675 feet.
The original depth of the canal was four feet and eventually deepened to six feet by 32 feet
wide.
The D&H had over 100 bridges crossing it and 26 dams. Originally slackwater dams were
constructed to cross the four rivers, the Lackawaxen, Delaware, Neversink and Rondout Creek.
These dams were later replaced by aqueducts in the 1840s, built by John Roebling, who later
built the Brooklyn Bridge.
Barges were pulled by mules along the adjacent towpath.
The canal was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1968 since the construction of the
canal involved major feats of civil engineering and historical firsts. The most significant
impact was the stimulation and growth of New York City, due to the inexpensive and plentiful
coal availability. Many names of the towns along the canal took their names from the canal
executives. Honesdale is in honor Philip Hone, the D&H Canal Company’s first president.
Port Jervis is named after the canal engineer, John Jervis, who later turned his expertise to
designing locomotives, with the 4-2-0 locomotive type commonly called the “Jervis” in his
honor. Wurtsboro is named after the Wurts brothers.
Additionally, Rosendale cement was discovered while excavating the canal bed near the town
of Rosendale in 1825. The discovery provided the canal with a cheap building material. The
natural cement is produced from argillaceous limestone, a fine-grained limestone with
substantial amounts of clay-like components. The fast-setting Rosendale natural cement
mortars proved to be more efficient than the mortars of bases on lime and sand. Rosendale
cement has been used in many important US landmarks including: Brooklyn Bridge, base of
the Statue of Liberty, Federal Hall National Memorial and one of the wings of the US Capitol.
The canal, unlike other canals in that era, remained profitable private operation for most of its
use until it closed in 1899. Much of the abandoned canal has been drained and filled.
However a few ruins still exist in New York and Pennsylvania as parks and historic sites. The
Delaware & Hudson Canal Historical Society was formed in 1967, with a museum and
extensive educational program in High Falls. The museum specializes in the history and
culture of the D&H canal, with over 4,000 artifacts. There is also a walking trail, the Five
Locks Walk which provides access to locks 16-20 of the former canal.
In the Spring of 2017, we will be hosting a bus trip to both Rosendale and High Falls. More
information to follow in later bulletins.

November 2016
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TIDBITS:
2017 Show:
We are now in the process of working on our annual show.
Although alternate locations were addressed, the outcome was
bleak- and we are back at the Barn.

DEC Reminds the Public to Avoid Seasonal Caves and Mines
to Protect Bat Populations
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today urged outdoor
adventurers to suspend exploration of cave and mine sites that may serve as homes for bat
hibernations. Human disturbances are harmful to the State's bat population since the arrival of
the disease known as white-nose syndrome, which has killed more than 90 percent of bats at
most hibernation sites in New York.
"Research generated by DEC's Wildlife Diversity staff and our partners demonstrates that
white-nose syndrome makes bats highly susceptible to disturbances," said DEC Commissioner
Basil Seggos. "Even a single, seemingly quiet visit can kill bats that would otherwise survive the
winter. If you see hibernating bats, assume you are doing harm and leave immediately."
All posted notices restricting the use of caves and mines should be followed. If New Yorkers or
visitors to the State encounter hibernating bats while underground, they are asked to leave the
area as quickly and quietly as possible.
Experts believe that when bats are disturbed during hibernation periods, it forces them to raise
their body temperatures, which depletes their fat reserves. This affects bats' energy levels and
places the bats in a comprised state, which can lead to death.
There are two species of bats currently protected under federal and state endangered species
law. The Indiana bat, which is sparsely distributed across New York, is a federally threatened
bat that was listed before white-nose syndrome began impacting bat populations.
The northern long-eared bat is protected as a threatened species under both federal and New
York State Endangered Species law. The current population for this formerly common bat is
approximately one percent of its previous size, making it the species most severely impacted
by white-nose syndrome. Nonetheless, northern long-eared bats are still widely distributed in
New York. Their presence is documented in most of the 100 or so caves and mines that serve
as bat hibernation sites in the State. Anyone entering a northern long-eared bat hibernation site
from October 1 through April 30, the typical period of hibernation for bats, may be subject to
prosecution.
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There is currently no treatment for addressing the impact of white-nose syndrome on bats, but
DEC remains committed to finding a cure. Along with the New York State Department of Health,
DEC has teamed up with researchers from the National Wildlife Health Center in Madison,
Wisconsin, and experts at a number of universities across the country to better understand the
disease and focus on developing a treatment. It was this collaborative effort that helped identify
that reducing disturbances at hibernation sites during the winter and reducing disturbances at
roosting sites in the summer can help the surviving animals thrive.
By cutting trees during the winter, direct impacts to roosting bats can be avoided. DEC also
encourages homeowners with bats in their attics or barns to explore non-lethal means of removing
them from the structure.
More information about white-nose syndrome and what you can do to help (link leaves DEC's
website.)
Details about the protection of the northern long-eared bat (link leaves DEC's website.)

All Pictures of the Fair are the courtesy of Irene Stern!

Long Island Fair 2017
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Mary displaying her happy and
unhappy faced geodes!
Happy to be at the fairSad to leave !

Island Rock Hounds
PO Box 405
Carle Place, NY 11514

email address: islandrockhounds@hotmail.com
Affiliate Member of:
Eastern Federation of Mineralogical & Lapidary Societies

American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies
Purpose

and

Objective

The purpose and objectives of the Island Rock Hounds, Inc. are to conduct a non-profit, non-political
organization to provide the members opportunities for work study and stimulate in the public and
membership, scientific and educational interest in geology, mineralogy, paleontology, archaeology and
related earth sciences, as as lapidary craftsmanship, gemology, and related subjects, and to offer a
cultural and social exchange for persons interested in the aforementioned.
General Membership Meetings
Bellmore Public Library
2288 Bedford Avenue Bellmore, NY 11710
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month (except July & August) at 7

