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UPCOMING EVENTS

February 9

07:00

Show Meeting




07:45

General Meeting
  

February 26 – 27
10-5pm
18th Annual James Campbell Memorial Gem, Mineral &





Fossil Show Albany, New York: New York State Museum 





 

March 26-27

10-5pm
IRH   39th Annual   Gem, Mineral, Fossil & Jewelry Show






Holy Family School, Hicksville

April 11-17

Wildacres Spring Classes Dr. Gene LeBerge –Speaker in 

Residence

April 30-May 1


39th Annual NJESA Show Sponsored by the Franklin-

Ogendensburg Mineralogical Society in conjunction with the 

NJ Earth Sciences Assoc. & Sterling Hill Mining Museum, 

Franklin School, Franklin, NJ

June 4-5   

10-5pm
Celinka Unlimited, Patchogue, NY

July 7-10



EFMLS /AFMS Convention & Show hosted by

Gem & Mineral Society of Syracuse

Show dates: July 9-10

July 30-31
 
10am-5pm
30th Annual LIMAGS Mineral, Gem Jewelry & Fossil Show

Sept. 5-11



Wildacres Fall Classes-Dr. Steve Chamberlain- Speaker in 

Residence

Sept. 17-18



42nd  Annual Mid- Hudson Annual Show, Dutchess County 

Fairgrounds
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Between a Rock & a hard place:

A Synopsis of January’s Meeting:

Let it snow…Let it snow…Let it snow!!!
Hope everyone 

enjoyed the snow!  Time to be thinking of our show!

New Business:




As a Reminder -:

Please start wearing your IRH badge at the meetings! We have new members and it would help everyone with matching the names with the faces!  Also, as an incentive, if you wear our badge you will be eligible for an additional chance to win the monthly raffle.

If you misplaced your badge, the cost of the replacement badge is $1.00.  Please speak to Janet Zenk (Membership).

AUCTION –Please start donating for this years’ auction to be held in the month of June.   







Cheryl Neary

Editor, Island Rockhounds Newsletter




         ciervo.neary@gmail.com  (note new email address!!!!)
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position of ore and mineral veins

Fossil- and mineral-diggers have made Morocco famous for its trilobites and its Orthoceras-rich limestones. Polished slabs of black limestone streaked with cone-like Orthoceras fossils are sold as curios or fashioned into coffee tables, ornamental sinks and even bathtubs. Finely prepared Moroccan trilobites can be found in the collections of museums great and small, as well as in the homes of innumerable amateur paleontologists. And the country’s colorful minerals, such as bright-red vanadinite and silvery skutterudite, are also the pride of many a great collection worldwide. Fossil- and mineral-diggers have made Morocco famous for its trilobites and its Orthoceras-rich limestones. Polished slabs of black limestone streaked with cone-like Orthoceras fossils are sold as curios or fashioned into coffee tables, ornamental 


President’s Message


Top of Form





Hello Rockhounds,


	


       Well I guess the best word we could use to describe January is snow.  With all this snow came plenty of cancellations and shoveling practice!  As February approaches thoughts of a closer and closer spring begin to cross my mind, ahhh!  The one event that went off without a hitch was Suffolk Gem & Mineral Club’s annual holiday dinner.  It was a wonderful event and I must thank the Suffolk Club for my invitation as well as the beautiful ammonite I won, I promise to show it off at our next meeting.  





Even with this lull in activity plans for our March show are already in full swing.  Due to the overwhelming response to our T-Shirt design contest we were able to come up with the designs we will use for the show.  We will unveil the plans at the next meeting.  





Speaking of the show there will be a show meeting before our general meeting on Wednesday.  Remember it is the volunteer efforts of ALL of our club members that make our show a success!   So please speak to Cheryl about how you can help out with the show.





See you on Wednesday,


Janice Kowalski


President, Island Rockhounds
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Janice Kowalski	              (516) 431-7941
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UPCOMING EVENTS





March 10	7:45 pm	IRH General Meeting


				Geode Wire wrapping





March 27-28	10-5pm	IRH –Annual Gem & Mineral Show


				Holy Family School


				Hicksville, NY





April 24-25			Franklin, NJ Annual Gem & Mineral Show





June 5-6	10-5pm	Celinka Annual Gem & Mineral Show


				Briarcliff College, West Main Street, Patchogue





June 26-27	8-6pm		Gilsum Rock Swap & Mineral Show	


		8-4pm		RT 10, Gilsum Elementary School Grounds


 		


UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS


June 19-20,2010	Gore Mountain-Adirondacks / Albany


			Tentative schedule for early Saturday morning departure & 


overnight.  Further information will be provided in upcoming newsletters.  (Father’s Day weekend)











      Happy


   Birthday


		








February Babes


		


	John Andersen





February 9, 2011: General Meeting @ 7:45 pm – Hands-On


Sue Nicola (Tom Gangi’s daughter) will be demonstrating for us the basics in mosaics. We will be making a mosaic trivet! Sue has acquired a number of different colored tiles for this project.  If you have a glue gun, please bring it to the meeting.


Show Meeting – 	There will be a short meeting for show volunteers prior to the general meeting at 7:00.  See you all there!
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On the Road Again……





One of our show’s door prize this year is a beautiful specimen of a Moroccan fossil. (Find out which one at our show!).  So I thought it would be a pleasurable experience to travel to the African continent to learn about the country in which remarkable fossils have been found.


Morocco is approximately one-tenth larger than California.  It is located on the northwest coast of Africa, bordering to the north the Strait of Gibraltar on the Mediterranean; to the east is Algeria; to the south is Mauritania and to the west is the Atlantic Ocean.  The Mediterranean coast is mountainous, while the Atlantic coast has a fertile plain.  The Atlas Mountains run northeastward from the south to the Algerian border.


Since the second millennium BC, Morocco has been the home to the Berbers.  The Berbers calling themselves, Amazigh, proud raiders, they have fought the Romans, Arabs and French.  To their credit they have retained much of their culture and language.  The Berber language is basically oral, however, they have a written language which spans over 2,500 years.  Today, many of the Berber women still utilize their written language.


Over time the Berbers have been identified by many names.  For instance, the ancient Greeks called the light-skinned people Libyans, the Romans called them Numbians or Africans and the medieval Europeans called them Moors.  It was the Arabs that gave them the name Berbers.  Islam was introduced to the Berbers in the ninth & tenth century, replacing the Christian and Jewish religion throughout much of Africa.


Today, most of the Berbers are living in the mountain areas of Morocco, while the Arabs and Moors generally live in the cities. 


The geology of Morocco is quite fascinating! There are five (5) major geological domains.


Anti Atlas and Saharian domain comprised of gently deformed Paleozoic sealed to the Northwest African Craton during the Hercynian orogeny. 


the Mesetian domain characterized by deformed Paleozoic unconformably overlain by gently folded Meso-Cenosoic deposits


the Atlasic domain corresponding to the inversion of the Atlasic through which was filled by thick Mesozoic sediments. 


the Atlantic passive margin consisting of thick Mesozoic sediments locally deformed by salt tectonics and gravity induced imbrications with important turbidite sheet deposits basinwards


5. the Rif domain a thrust fold belt where the deformation of the Meso-Cenozoic series decreases southward.





So what does this all mean?  Basically, there are mountains, basins and coastal areas.  Due to the geological events which formed Morocco, in May of 2010, Yale University (Peabody Museum) announced that their team of paleontologists discovered over 1,500 fossils of soft-bodied marine animals which lived between 480 million and 472 million years ago, during the early part of the Ordovician period, a period marked by intense bio-diversification in southeastern Morocco.  Many of the fossils discovered are complete and include sponges, annelid orms, mollusk and horseshoe crabs.  The horseshoe crab is similar to today’s horseshoe crab, which appears approximately 30 million years earlier than previously known,








The site was conducive to preserving the soft tissues of the creatures due to generally calm waters, occasional rapid burial of very thick marine muds trapping the creatures and that protected the animals from scavengers, and favorable chemical conditions, lack of oxygen,  within the sediments which allowed for the rapid mineralization of the soft tissue as it decayed. 





Erfoud, a remote eastern Moroccan desert town, lies in the heart of Morocco’s fossil beds, and the Paleozoic strata south of the highway between Erfoud and Alnif are a prime hunting ground for diggers. Mile upon mile of shallow trenches have been hand-dug by Berber miners, working in the heat of the day, at temperatures ranging at approximately 120 degrees.  The day's heat shimmers on manganese stones that have been burned a surreal blue by the sun. In the distance looms a desolate pink-tinted mountain called Hmor Lagdad, "the Rose-Cheeked One" in Arabic. On the other side lies Algeria. "That mountain is packed with fossils," according to Taghlaoui , a foreman in the fossil mining business. 


"We're like fishermen living off the sea," Taghlaoui says. "Except that our sea is dead." 


The miners hack giant, six-ton lumps of rock from the trench using vertical holes punched by a compressor and then raise them with a car jack before rolling them carefully onto the rock face in search of rare fossils, which can then be prepared as individual specimens for collectors in especially the United States, Germany and Japan. 


The desert around Erfoud, has become one of the richest and most lucrative sources of fossils on earth, especially for trilobites -- the ancient relatives of today's insects, spiders, centipedes, crabs and lobsters. Today, Erfoud is considered the trilobite capital of the world. 


Many collectors call Morocco the world's greatest "fossil capitalism" economy. Paleontologists and collectors from the West come here almost continually, sifting through quarries like Mirzan for unusual trilobite specimens. A rare trilobite can fetch sky-high prices in Western fossil boutiques or on internet auction sites. 


According to the news, actor Nicolas Cage and Bill Gates are major trilobite collectors.  In one of the stranger twists of the global economy, the collecting whims of rich Westerners have led impoverished nomads across the Sahara to take up the digging trade. 


"The oases are drying up," Taghlaoui says with a sigh. "Our villages were dying." Squinting at the spectacular pink sunset, he makes a grim joke. "These fossils will keep us from going extinct." 





To the west of Erfoud, located in central Morocco, Berber tribesmen in the Bou Azzer region have mined the arsenic-containing rocks from the cobalt-nickel veins discovered in 1928.  The arsenic-containing rocks were sold at Maarkesh suq as rat poison.  The region’s rich geological history produced spectacular minerals such as erythrite, a violet-red cobalt arsenate and skutterudite, a bright silvery cobalt arsenide.  Over a 120 different mineral species have been found at Bou Azzer.  The district has an arsenic mineral named after it- bouazzer.











Information from NY Times, 2000 in reference to the Mine foreman Taghlaoui












































































































































Dues are Due!!!


Remember if dues are not paid by February meeting, you will no longer be a member- 





Please see Cheryl Neary to keep your membership active…


Fee:  $ 12.00 – Individual


    $ 20.00 –  Family





Cash or checks payable to IRH are acceptable
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SHOW SCAVENGER HUNT


Also, please consider donating or lending a rock or mineral for our Show’s scavenger hunt.  The theme is Gems, Minerals, Fossils of the World.  





So, any rock, fossil or gem would be appreciated- I need the donation(s) or lended item(s) by the February meeting so that we can properly prepare the hunt’s worksheet!








Nominating Committee- it’s that time of year in which we need volunteers to be on the nominating committee.  Please see Joan Murray or Cheryl Neary if interested.  The committee solicits personnel for the Board positions. If anyone is interested in a particular position, please also see Joan or Cheryl.





To date the Nominating Committee has solicited the following:


President – Cheryl Neary


Vice-president- Nancy Colburn


Treasurer- Nancy Walordy


Secretary- Peg Stein











